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PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION CABINET ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Monday, 11 February 2019 
 

Present: Councillor Alan McDermott (Chairman) 
Councillors Elliott (Vice-Chairman), Backhouse, Lewis, Mackonochie, Moore, Neve, 

Scholes and Mrs Soyke 
 

Officers in Attendance: David Scully (Landscape and Biodiversity Officer) and Mark 
O'Callaghan (Democratic Services Officer) 
 
Other Members in Attendance: Councillor Scott 
 
CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTION 
 
PT67/18 
 

The Chairman made a number of procedural announcements. 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
PT68/18 
 

There were no apologies for absence. Councillors Bland and Hannam were 
not present. 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 
PT69/18 
 

There were no disclosable pecuniary or other significant interests declared at 
the meeting. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF VISITING MEMBERS WISHING TO SPEAK 
 
PT70/18 
 

There were no Visiting Members who had registered as wishing to speak. 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 12 NOVEMBER 2018 
 
PT71/18 
 

Members reviewed the minutes. No amendments were proposed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting dated 12 November 2018 be 
approved as a correct record. 
 

WORK PROGRAMME AS AT 30 JANUARY 2019 
 
PT72/18 
 

Members considered the work programme. No amendments were proposed. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Work Programme as at 30 January 2019 be noted. 
 

HIGH WEALD AONB - THE ADOPTION OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 2019 TO 2024 
 
PT73/18 
 

David Scully, Landscape and Biodiversity Officer, introduced the report which 
included the following comments: 

 An amendment to the first recommendation set out in the report 
was proposed to remove the words “review of the” to clarify that it 
was the management plan itself being adopted. 

 
The discussion included consideration of the following additional matters: 

 The plan document was comprehensive, well presented and a 
credit to the Joint Advisory Committee who produced it. 
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 The High Weald Unit was commended for its work across the 
Borough. 

 The photography contained in the plan was professional and 
highlighted the outstanding beauty of the area. 

 The Unit’s office recently passed an environmental audit which 
found the organisation to be a paradigm of environmental 
protection best practice. 

 
RESOLVED – That the recommendations set out in the report, as amended 
to remove the words “review of the”, be supported. 
 

KENT HIGH WEALD PARTNERSHIP REVIEW 
 
PT74/18 
 

David Scully, Landscape and Biodiversity Officer, introduced the report. 
 
The discussion included consideration of the following additional matters: 

 The Partnership would be more proactive in seeking future funding 
opportunities associated with housing growth. Recent examples 
included Knight’s Wood where the Partnership was working with 
Dandara to provide events and activities for residents. 

 Such collaboration was well appreciated by residents. 

 Engagement was a key focus for the Partnership as it promoted 
understanding leading to the responsible management and 
enjoyment of the environment. 

 A considerable number of volunteer hours had been donated. 
Whilst there was no record of how many hours had been given by 
Councillors, members of the Borough and various parish and town 
councils were often invited to events. Attendance was encouraged 
in order to help maintain the profile of the Partnership and to 
provide opportunities to engage with the community. 

 
Councillor Lewis objected to the proposed 10% cut in funding. 
 
RESOLVED – That the recommendations set out in the report be supported. 
 

URGENT BUSINESS 
 
PT75/18 
 

There was no urgent business. 
 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
PT76/18 
 

The next meeting was scheduled for Monday 18 March 2019 at 6.30pm in 
Committee Room A at the Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells. 
 

 
 NOTES: 

The meeting concluded at 6.50 pm. 
An audio recording of this meeting is available on the Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council website. 

 


